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Mary or Martha:  Which one are you ?     
November will find us exploring the story in Luke’s Gospel about Mary and Martha. Jesus comes to their home, 
which is also the family home of his friend Lazarus. While there he tells stories and teaches and their home and 
role expectations are challenged. Conflict ensues and further reflection is required about what “the best choice” 
might be. Embedded in the story are all sorts of assumptions, traditions and roles.   
 
Each of us comes from a family of origin and that family has a bunch of unwritten rules and expectations. The 
church also often functions as a family and can have other unwritten rules and expectations. However, there are 
always those who challenge in word or deed the expected norms and this is the way transformation and change 
occurs. Sometimes we are the instigator and sometimes we are the responder. Regardless, healthy conflict and 
change is an important life skill.  
 
Dr Murray Bowen, who originated the Family Systems theory, says that  the human family, like all of nature, is a 
living system. This means that individual members and the group as a whole influence one another’s functioning 
in many complex ways. Furthermore, organizations and groups can also function with similar patterns that  
families exhibit as well. Understanding these dynamics can help facilitate healthy change.  
 
Through this series we will be exploring storytelling, 
change, roles and many other elements as we seek 
to make sense of our faith and the influences it has 
in how we understand it and live it out.  
 
There are lots of happenings this month leading up 
to the start of Advent. I hope that you will take the 
time read the various headlines so you are at least 
familiar of the many offerings in the BVU community 
this month. Dig deeper into the headlines that catch 
your interest and find out more.   
 
We look forward to making this journey to Advent 
with you.  
Blessings,  
Mark Green  
Co-Lead Minister  
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KIDS’ ZONE  
This is our regular Sunday morning programming for kids aged pre-K to 
Grade 8. There is a children’s conversation during the service after which 
we will move to the hall and the upstairs youth room. The kids will be  
broken up into smaller groups by age where we will discuss the story and 
engage in activities that guide us toward understanding the bible story 
and connecting it with our own lives. 

YOUTH GROUPS 
Junior Youth Group is a chance for kids in grades 6, 7, or 8 to  
gather together in a safe space to build community and explore a new 
way of being with their peers. We meet every second Friday from 
7pm-9pm in the hall at the Arbutus site. This month we meet on  
November 4th and 18th. Bring your friends for an evening of fun and 
friendship. 
 
Senior Youth Group is for students in grades 9 – 12.  We meet every 
second Sunday from 7pm – 9pm in the hall at the Arbutus site. There is always some lively discussions 
and lots of time for games and laughter. This month we will get together on November 6th and 20th. Bring 
your friends! 

PARENTS & TOTS PLAYGROUP  
This Wednesday morning program is for kids aged up to 4 years old and their 
caregivers. The kids have lots of toys and lots of space to play and explore 
and the adults have a chance to interact with their kids in a new space and 
build community with other caregivers. Snack for the kids and coffee/tea for 
the adults is provided. No need to pre-register. Just show up! We gather every 
Wednesday from 9:30am-11:30am. Bring your friends and neighbours. 

Children, Youth & Young Adults 

YOUNG ADULTS 
For all those aged 18 – 29. We meet for lunch on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm. Lunch is 
provided. You do not need to pre-register. Just show up and enjoy this supportive and welcoming community. 
Come for the service then stay for lunch or just join us in the hall around 12:15pm. Our dates for this month 
are November 6th and 20th. 

Jr. Youth at Galey Farms 





Congregational Care 
 

PASSAGES: We offer our love, condolences and support to the families of Jean Thompson and Isabel Phillips. 
Celebration of Life Services were held for Jean on Oct. 15, and on Oct. 22 for Isabel. Thank you to all who  
uphold the BVU community in these important times of honouring the lives of those who have gone before us. 
  

Fall Grief and Loss Group has commenced with a total of 6 participants. We are grateful for a safe, intimate 
space to gather and support one another as we journey with all the changes and challenges that grief brings.  
 
Circle CHAT:  Wednesday, NOVEMBER 9th @ 1:30-3:00 pm  
Circle CHAT is a new drop-in group designed especially for elders. In October, we had a wonderful first gathering 
of shared conversation, laughter, visiting and refreshments. Come to connect with old friends, and make new 
ones! Sharing our stories enables us to form connections and feel a sense of belonging and shared camaraderie 
with our new BVU community.  
 

Circle CHAT meets on the Second Wednesday of the MONTH. If you or someone you know needs a ride, please 
call the office (Charlotte) or Margaret at 250-477-2715.  
 
Hospitality and Welcome Teams Launching in November 
On Oct. 17, twenty-three folks came together for a lunch and learn session around a shared interest of wanting to 
be involved in hospitality and welcome teams at BVU.  These rotating teams will be available Sunday mornings 
(pre and post both services) to welcome, greet, and staff our new welcome centre and generally help be a bridge 
as newcomers arrive and begin to make linkages to the community. 
 

A new WELCOME CENTRE for the Narthex is in the works, as well as identifiable garments for our rotating 
teams. This is a new venture, and as it emerges will be a wonderful resource that will be ready to ‘import’ to our 
newly renovated space. 
 

It can be very difficult to break into a community, no matter how friendly we think we are! A personal connection is 
one that people remember. A personal connection is the heart and soul of true community. As we continue to ‘get 
to know’ our newly amalgamated community, there is a sense that ‘we are all new to each other’. Each time we 
gather at BVU we have the opportunity to keep expanding the circle. Whenever anyone fully sees and notices us, 
there is a feeling like none other. A heartfelt thank you to all who have responded to the invitation to serve in this 
capacity. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY 
Over the next few weeks, we will be re-igniting our prayer chain. The prayer chain will be a confidential space 
where prayer requests regarding any personal, family or community/world situations or circumstances can be 
safely submitted and upheld in a sacred manner. Jean Margison and Margaret Harper (Pastoral Care Minister) 
will oversee this ministry, supported by a small team of folks who are called to be God’s channels of support and 
love. To submit your requests, please be in touch with Jean (jean@jampot.ca)  (250) 721-0585 or Margaret 
(margaret@broadviewunited.com) 250-477-2715. 
 

As always, if there is a way we can assist you, please reach out to margaret@broadviewunited.com, or one of 
the following Congregational Care Resource Folks. 
Val Bauld   valbauld@shaw.ca               Rosita Dworschak rosita47@telus.net 
Edna Hamilton edbob74@gmail.com    Lois Heppell loisandtom@heppell.com 
Jean Margison jean@jampot.ca 
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If you drive by the Cedar Hill X Site you will see that there is blue  
construction fencing around the building and that there is lots of activity 
during the day. Story Construction is working away inside and have begun 
the demolition process within. All remaining content has been removed or 
is in the process of being removed, Thrift Store work area is being  
relocated for the next 6 weeks, JLF and SNP programs and offices have 
been removed and programs ended.   
  
There will be much noise, dust and progress over the next few months. 
Every two weeks there is a meeting with the architect, contractor, interior 
designer, Doug Koch (congregational liaison) and Mark Green, (staff  
representative). Each meeting we get updates about what progress is  
being made, what roadblocks are being encountered and what change orders may be necessary. It is an  
exciting and busy time. We will share a few photos each month and keep the congregation updated as we 
move forward. The hope is that renovations will be complete sometime during the summer.  

Building Renovation Update 

BVU Community Updates  

Sunday Time Change  - Nov 6th  
Remember to set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night, Nov 5th, as you 
head to bed. This means you get an extra hour of sleep before church on Sunday.  
However, if you forget, the coffee will be on and you can enjoy some solitude time 
as you arrive extra early for worship.  

Remembrance Day- Sunday Nov 6th, 9:30am  
We will be observing Remembrance Day and the laying of wreathes on Nov 6th at 
the 9:30am service. This will be a time of both remembering those whose lives 
were lost in past wars as well as our commitment to peace and a lament for the 
current wars and conflict in our world.   

Baptism Sunday Nov 6th  11:00 am  
We are delighted to be welcoming Dorothy Dennett into the Christian Family 
through the sacrament of Baptism Sunday Nov 6th at the ConXion service. Many of 
you will already know Dot and her infectious smile as she has been a frequent  
attender at services with her mom and dad (Cheryl and Thomas Dennett).  



Advent 2022  
Advent begins on Nov 27th this year. This year our advent theme 
will be Mary’s Magnificat and the various ways her story is told in 
this poetic and radical way. Each Sunday will feature the  
perspective of a different minister for what has become a time  
honoured expression of faith and hope for the birth of Christ. How 
has this been made manifest in the life and ministry of Jesus.  
  

There will also be a number of other special services during the  
season of Advent and Christmas including: Blue Christmas (Dec 
11th), 3 Christmas Eve services and a Christmas Day service  
followed by an intercultural Christmas meal.  More information on all of these in the December newsletter but 
we wanted to give you a heads up now.    
  

There are also a number of outreach projects that happen during Advent as well, including Angel Gifts, Baby 
Shower for Jesus, Giving Tuesday, and Gifts with Vision. More information about these will be in this  
newsletter and again in the December Newsletter.  

BVU Community Choir Concert - Dec 11 at 3pm  
Come experience the joy and energy of the BVU community choir for a 
year end concert. This choir, under the leadership of Brian Tate, has 
brought together about 45 voices from the church and community at 
large. Each week they practice and learn together as a spiritual practice 
a variety of songs from around the world. Come join in this feast of  
music during the season of Advent.  

Ted Boulden Singers 50th Anniversary Concert: Sunday, Nov. 13th at 2pm 
To recognize and continue their 50 years of music fellowship, 
and to pay tribute to their beloved guitarist, Al Mitchell, the TBS 
choir is happily looking forward to performing an Anniversary 
Concert at 2pm on Sunday afternoon, November 13 in the  
Sanctuary of Broad View United. There will be a reception to  
follow in the Narthex.  

Covenanting Service   November 20th 2pm  
A worship service has been planned to covenant with the staff and the  
congregation of Broad View United for November 20th at 2pm in the sanctuary. 
The Pacific Mountain Region will lead parts of the service and other parts will be 
lead by the board and search committee. This is an opportunity to celebrate the 
various calls to our Ministry and program staff: Ha Na Park, Mark Green,  
Margaret Harper, Min-Goo Kang, Pat McKay. The worship service will feature 
some singing, a covenant ritual and a guest preacher Megumi Saunders. The 
service will last about 45 mins and be followed by a light reception of coffee/tea 
and cake. We hope you will join us. 





A Time of Light and Shadow -  Book Launch -  Nov 10  
Come join Ella Harvey to celebrate the launch of her new book “A Time of Light and  
Shadow, To Asia, Africa and the Long Way Home.” A reading from this travel adventure 
memoir and colourful slides will be a great fit with the BVU theme of “Sharing Our Stories”. 
Thursday Nov 10 @ 2pm –3:30pm in the Arbutus Sanctuary.  A small reception will be in-

Feeling Stressed? - Healing Pathway 
Sign up for a Healing Pathway treatment on Mondays, either a distance healing at your home or an  
in-person treatment at the church.  Call 250-477-2715 to book an appointment . 

Library News 
Five new books have been added to the Library collection and 
are available to borrow. Three are adult books edited by the 
Aboriginal Healing Foundation; Response and Responsibility, 
From Truth to Reconciliation and Cultivating Canada all found 
in the First Nations Section (Pink). A fourth book for adults is  
Undivided by Love by Janet Gear. A book for youth called  
Fashion Forward, Striving for Sustainable Style, by Delisle 
Raina will be very interesting for our young people interested in 
fashion but conscious of trying to lighten their carbon footprint. The 
final book to be highlighted is a Children’s Picture book called Be A Good Ancestor by Leona and  
Gabrielle Prince. Come in to the Library on Sunday mornings and check out these new books and the rest 
of the collection. 

Bookworms 
We are reading “Wild Mercy” by Mirabai Starr which is about female mystics from many 
of the world’s religions. Each chapter begins with a Haiku, a Japanese style poem of 
three lines. There are a variety of formats with varying numbers of syllables in each line. 
The common format is 5,7,5 but can also be 3,5,3. We challenged ourselves to create 
our own as a form of spiritual practice so here are some of the results. We are starting 
chapter 3 so if you feel like joining us, please phone Janis Evans 250-383-1956. We meet on the first and 
third Wednesday of the month from 1:30pm -3:30pm. 

Thanksgiving: 
  

Gratitude flowing 
Through living cells, in heart-beats 
And voices that sing. 

Fall and Nature and Nostalgia: 
  

1.Harvest moon, 
Smiling on our fields, 
Bring us rain. 
  

2. Mother tree, 
Nurturing soul 
Feeds new life. 
  

3. Fog and mist 
Vanish in the sunlight 
We feel warmth. 

4.Hiking among trees  
Comparing old ways and new 
Changes everywhere. 
 
5. The vibrant autumn maples 
Awaken my soul, 
I recall the other autumns. 



INTER-VIEW: Inter-spiritual and Queering - Nov 9th @ 7pm via Zoom 
Every second Wednesday, at 7 pm, on Zoom.       Join Zoom Meeting: Meeting ID: 417 345 8045 
 

We invite you to come and enjoy a monthly Zoom conversation, INTER-VIEW,  
interconnecting the two kinds of “broad” views — Inter-spiritual and queering! 
(After all, we are Broad View United!) We hope that INTER-VIEW will be a warm 
and supportive space where you can bring yourself, as the whole package: Your 
faith, spiritual interest, queerness, culture, race, ethnicity, migration journey,  
leaving no part of yourself in exile.  Join us with an open heart and holy curiosity 
towards learning from each other. 
  

So, what can you expect about the 1 hour of INTER-VIEW?  
  

First, it is Inter-SPIRITUAL. After a warm greeting and friendly check-in, Ha Na will 
share the “text” of the month. It could be a poem, a page from a novel, lyrics from 
a song, a short script from a film, a passage from the Bible or scripture from  
another religion, with which we can explore a worldview, wisdom, spiritual practice 
from various religious and spiritual traditions. We hope to nurture courage. This 
month (on Wednesday, Nov 9th), The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho, will be our text to share.  
  

Second, it is also Inter-CULTURAL, because Christian faith cannot be separable from our cultural  
backgrounds. For example, Ha Na’s faith is deeply embedded in the traditional and cultural ways of perceiving 
and understanding the relationship of life and death. It is embedded in the Korean language with Buddhist, 
Confucianist and Taoist influences. Understanding our own and other’s cultural and traditional roots and 
worldviews can inspire understanding, compassion and inclusive faith. 
  

Third, when we meet at INTER-VIEW, we will be doing “queering”! 
  

There are many definitions of what “queering” can mean. One of the ways we propose is that we will engage 
with the text (the Bible, other scripture, poem, novel, etc) in a way that queer people are able to find their own 
life’s story, spiritual journey, relationship, identity in it. We invite you to this creative process of “dissolving 
boundaries”, with God’s radical love coming out from the closet of hetero-normative reading of the Bible and 
other text. For example, the Queer Bible Commentary suggests that we can explore the lesbian and gay  
ancestry within the Bible, the transgender voices of the prophets, the use of the Bible and its impact on the 
queer communities in the world.  
  

Queering (as the verb form) is something we do, rather than something we are (or are not)! 
   

Everyone is welcome. You belong. Come and share, discuss and learn about new questions.  
Together, we can reshape more traditional questions in fresh ways, offering INTER-VIEW, new angles to 
queering and inter-spiritual engaging.  
 
Please register on our Broad View United website. Any question, email away to Ha Na 
(hana@broadviewunited.com) 





Community Meal: Wednesday Dec 7th @ 6pm  
We welcome you to join us in the hall at the Arbutus site for a simple meal of 
soup and bread. There will be two kinds of soup to choose from with  
Vegetarian and GF needs accommodated. Dessert will also be served. There 
is no cost to this meal and it’s an opportunity for you to visit and meet new 
folks from the BVU community.  All ages are welcome and no registration is 
required. Simply show up and enjoy a meal. This year, we’ve added an  
additional opportunity following the meal to join Min-Goo for an intercultural bible study.   

Movie Night - Nov 19th @ 7pm in the Sanctuary 
This month’s movie is based on a novel by Jodi Picoult - My Sister's Keeper. Based on 
a true story, the movie explores the dynamics between sister, parent, medical and legal 
systems as all the players struggle with life choices, ethics and a path forward. Popcorn, 
beverages and snacks are provided. Discussion follows. Trailer: https://www.imdb.com/
title/tt1078588/ 

2023 Giving Envelopes 

This year we are going to try something new.  We will be offering giving envelopes 
in 2 formats, weekly offerings and monthly offerings.  If you choose to give via  
envelope on a weekly basis then please sign-up for weekly envelopes.  If you 
choose to give via envelope on a monthly basis please sign up for monthly.  We 
hope this will help eliminate some of the paper waste that comes when folks 
choose to only use 1 envelope a month. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.  If 
you would like to continue to give your gifts to BVU via envelopes please sign-up.  If 
you would like to switch your gift over to PAR (pre-authorized withdrawl) please sign 
up in the Narthex and Meghan will get back to you with the process. Thank you 
again for your gifts to the Ministry and Mission of Broad View United.  

An invitation to join the Caring For Creation Small Group  
  

Caring for Creation is Broad View United’s small group that is focused on the rapidly 
changing climate as well as open-hearted sharing and caring for each other. We will 
continue to engage in discussion and supportive actions with our faith community 
such as the recent "Creation, Climate Change and You" three evening, Zoom series.  
  

Expanding upon this initial conversation series, we invite you to join us on our  
continuing journey, whether through regular or occasional participation. As we are a busy church community, 
another option may be to share your talents and time specifically when BVU sponsors a climate-related  
seminar or project of special interest or concern to you.  
  

Caring for Creation is a safe place of spiritual deepening, open-hearted sharing and caring for each other. We 
imagine what a just and life-affirming society might look like; together we take steps, both as individuals and 
as a group, to bring this vision to life. Now is a wonderful time to join our small group as we carry forward from 
our initial faith community discussions and plan topics and activities for 2023. Our group meets on the 2nd and 
4th Thursday of the month at 2:30 by Zoom, usually for one hour. Our next two meetings are November 
10th and 24th. To receive the zoom link or to learn more, email Susan Draper at graceful@shaw.ca.  
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Intercultural Ministry 
Draw the circle wide 
  

Wow! A lot of good things have been happening with our intercultural events that I’m not sure what to put in 
this newsletter! Our intercultural space has been broadened through our active participations and  
engagement in the wider community. Some of us joined the human chain in solidarity with women  
‘protesting in Iran. Some of us experienced a creative and powerful performance by BIPOC (Black,  
Indigenous, and people of colour) artists 2022 im:print at Phoenix Theatre. Some of us also attended an 
event celebrating Islamic History Month at Gordon Head Rec Centre. I’d like to share some of the  
wonderful moments we have had with you! 

In addition to our on-going programs (English Conversation Circle on Zoom and Ping Pong & Games 
Night) two new programs have started, and they both have been well received. Intercultural Bible study 
provides an opportunity to engage the stories in the Bible in various perspectives as each participant 
brings their own life experiences and cultural lens. Kang’s Convenience causes lots of laughter (and  
possibly some tears with emotional episodes) and lively discussions as we talk about immigration, family, 
and culture in a safe and non-judgemental space.  
  

I can sense that there is a strong desire to deepen our intercultural ministry at Broad View United! That has 
been so evident in our Sunday worship as well as through various activities and programs. It’s heartening 
to see and hear “welcome” and “thank you” in various languages in worship. It’s also inspiring to see how 
the people at BVU are willing to go beyond their comfort zone by trying new things! One participant took 
what she learned at Kang’s Convenience to heart and she practiced it right away on the following day! 
BVU is indeed a special community, and it’s each of you who makes our community extraordinary! So, 
thank you for being you! 
  

I hope we can continue to strive to become an intercultural church by making meaningful connections both 
inwardly and outwardly: making room for God and others in our hearts and building friendship as deeply 
and widely as possible. Let’s keep talking about how to be intentional about welcoming and reaching out to 
our neighbours from diverse backgrounds.  

2023 Church Calendars 
Meghan will be putting in an order of 2023 Church calendars. If 
you would like one (or more) please let her know before Friday 
Nov 11th. Calendars are $7 each.  
 



Thank you for your generous response to both the 2022 End of Year gift and the 2023 Giving Intention Card. 
Not only do we thank you for your gift, we also thank you for your generosity. For all you do and all you give; 
THANK YOU! 
   

Here, we would like to share with you some stats about our stewardship connection. This data is accurate 
based on what is known on the date of print: 
• Number of active giving families to BVU: 219 
• Number of potential giving families to BVU: 73 
• Number of continuing PAR donors: 140 
   

 
We are aware that the world around us continues to change and it is more and more challenging to live out our 
Christian values. Your generosity is a statement of your faith. Your generosity makes our faith community, 
BVU, possible to provide relevant programs for all ages, vibrant and inclusive worship, community building, 
spiritual care, small groups, social justice activities and intercultural engagements, so people can encounter 
God’s love, in diverse ways, as they worship, learn, and serve. 
   

With YOU, BVU is evolving and re-evolving!  
Embracing — not just in the midst of — changes and transitions, we hope to grow together, worship together, 
learn together, serve together, with resilience and hope. Thank you so much for all you do and all you give. We 
are in this work together. 
  

So, we continue to invite you to stewardship! 
Please send in your Intention Cards via mail, or drop-off at the Arbutus site, or the mailbox at CHX. 
 

Paul Malnarich (treasurer), Ha Na Park and Mark Green (co-lead ministers)  

Stewardship 

Giving Tuesday: Tuesday Nov 29th - UVIC Food Bank  
As a part of a world wide trend to counter the commercialism and consumerism of 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday, a global day of generosity was named for the  
Tuesday that follows. Each year BVU has participated in this giving practice that many 
religious Canadians have embraced as a core practice. We also make the focus of 
this day one of the outreach projects and partners we are connected to. This year our 
focus is the UVic Food Bank. 
  

Most of us are aware of the rising cost of groceries and students are also feeling the pinch. Without proper  
nutrition, its hard for students to study and be successful. Foodbanks are all experiencing a large increase in  
demand and the UVic food bank is no exception however many do not even know that it exists. We are  
encouraging you to donate through the Giving Tuesday button on our website that will be live that day, or by 
check dropped off to the office. You can also make a food donation at the church that day instead if you prefer.  

• Number of regular givers via Canada Helps, etc: 6 
• Number of Intention Cards returned: 70 
• Intended amounts pledged for 2022: 172,370.00 
• Year End Gifts Given to date for 2022 = $4510.00  

Fairway Market Fundraising Cards 
To date we have had almost $200 given back to us via the Fairway Market Cards. This is a simple program that 
is similar to the previous Thrifty Foods program. Simply pick up a card from Charlotte at reception, load the 
card, do your grocery shopping, pay with the loaded card, and 5% of your total will come back to the church!  
Christmas is coming, and perhaps a pre-loaded Fairways Gift Card would make a perfect gift for someone in 
your family??  



Outreach 
Greater Victoria Acting Together – Housing for All Assembly a Big Success 
Thanks in part to the strong support from Broad View United members, GVAT’s 
Housing For All Community Assembly on Oct 2 was very successful. About 300 
people joined the public session in-person at Christ Church Cathedral, and more 
than 70 also joined online. The event heard from several people who had  
personally faced the challenges of renoviction, landlord bullying, exorbitant rents 
and homelessness. GVAT presented its Housing Platform to increase affordability 
and protect low-income renters (see www.gvat.ca for more details). Six mayoral 
candidates from Saanich, Esquimalt, and Victoria all stood up and promised to 
work to implement GVAT’s proposed platform if elected!! In addition, many council 
candidates also signed a written pledge to implement GVAT’s housing platform, 
either at the Assembly or in the following days. They also all promised to work with 
GVAT in developing effective housing solutions in their municipalities. This is a 
fantastic recognition of the need for dramatic action on housing. It also  
resonated with the electorate: 3 of the mayoral candidates at the event and most of the council candidates 
who pledged also got elected! So now, GVAT will work with new councils in Saanich, Victoria, Esquimalt and 
in Oak Bay to ensure that they get started on urgent housing action. 
  

Broad View had at least 18 members that I counted at the Assembly, 
including Ha Na and Min-Goo, one of the stronger showings among 
GVAT members. Thanks to all who joined!! There will be more  
opportunities for us to support GVAT and to provide input to future 
campaigns. Please contact me for more information or watch this 
space. You can watch the video recording of the Assembly 
here: https://vimeo.com/event/2446442 
  
Stephen Tyler, BVU delegate to GVAT 

Gifts With Vision 
We all know that person who is absolutely impossible to buy for, or perhaps you’re 
tired of giving stuff to people and would rather show your love and appreciation for 
them in a different way? Gifts with Vision is the perfect solution to your holiday 
shopping dilemma! These are items that can be purchased that will benefit others 
around the world who could use the support. It’s a faithful way to give and receive 
this Christmas. Take a look at what they have to offer this year at 
www.giftswithvision.ca  Items start at only $10.00! There are a few hard copies of 
the giving catalogue around the church if you don’t have access to the internet.  
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Shelbourne Community Kitchen 
The most needed items for November are : peanut butter, canned meat, 
dried beans and lentils.  Please drop your donations off to the bin under 
the coat rack in the hallway at BVU Arbutus.   
  

An anonymous Saanich donor has once again stepped up to donate up 
to $50,000 in matching donations to The Shelbourne Community Kitchen 
(The Kitchen). The donor who last fall donated $50,000 has offered to 
match any \donations up to $50,000. The fundraising campaign called 
DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT will launch on Monday, October 4 and run to 
the end of November.   
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/shelbourne_community_kitchen/campaign/double-your-impact/ 

Mt. Tolmie Shelter Update 
In the fall, the leaders of BVU continue to gather for BBQs and conversations, with the hope that we will share 
the message: As a neighbour, we care for the health and well-being of the Mt. Tolmie Shelter residents and  
community. Building relationships and sharing support is at the heart of our mission and ministry at BVU. The 
residents and the homeless community are not strangers to us. We are neighbours to each other. We would like 
to practice and learn how we become a good neighbour, learning from one another. In November, we will have a 
BBQ on Nov 6th, 2 pm, at the Mt. Tolmie Shelter Parking Lot with Coffee and Conversation TBD. If you are  
interested in being part of this ministry and movement, Ha Na would love to hear from you. Please call/email  
Ha Na, before coming to BBQ due to weather.  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/shelbourne_community_kitchen/campaign/double-your-impact/


Thrift Store Update  
As the renovations get into full swing there will be a number of changes 
and adaptations needed for the Thrift Store during this time. Two  
meetings have been held with the volunteers to talk about options going 
forward and the following conclusions have been reached:  
 Christmas Pop-up Sales will begin Saturday Nov 5th and will be   

featured throughout the store in the various section over the next 6 
weeks. High quality items for celebrating and gifting are available to 
purchase every Saturday from 10-4pm, Wed from 10- 6pm and on 
Tuesday from 4-8pm  

 Workroom space will be limited to process donations and sale items. Thus donations to the Thrift Store 
will be suspended at both sites until further notice.  

 The Thrift Store will remain open until Dec 15th and then it will close until sometime in 2023 when it is 
possible to receive donations again and have safe spaces for volunteers to process them.  

 There will be a permanent bookcase set up at the Arbutus Site for the ongoing sale for used books from 
the Thrift Store starting mid November and running until the Thrift Store is open again in mid 2023.  

 A bi-weekly coffee time with Thrift Store volunteers will be hosted starting in January of 2023 to keep the 
connection and support of volunteers during the renovations.  

  

In addition, it is with regret that we received the resignation of Katy Smith and Sam Lawrence as the Thrift 
Store Managers. They have served the store faithfully for the last 2 years and have provided excellent  
leadership through a number of transitions and pivots. Katy has been training to become a planned giving 
consultant and has accepted her dream job with the hospital foundation. Sam has expressed an interest to 
pursue further social service type work in the new year. It is with immense gratitude that we bid them a fond 
farewell and wish them both well.   

Angel Gifts for Our Place  
Once again, BVU will continue its historic involvement with the Angel Gifts program run 
by Our Place and the Downtown Outreach Ministry of the United Church. Names of 
those receiving gifts will be available for congregational members to pick up before the 
worship services on November 13th and November 20th. 
  

Each card contains the name and some basic information about the person you are 
buying for. In order for all the gifts to be equitable, the budget for the gift is between $40
-50. Typically new clothing, gift cards, and small treats are chosen to be gifted. You are 
also asked to write a short note expressing your thoughts and wishes for the recipient. 
For some this is the only gift they will receive during Christmas time. Gifts are then  
returned to BVU by the deadline on the information card. 
  

After we have received all the gifts back, they are sorted by OUR PLACE volunteers and distributed at the 
Christmas party in mid December. You can support this project in a number of ways: 
 Take a name, buy a gift and return it following the instructions 
 Make a donation equivalent to the amount of the gift for one of our BUV shoppers to pick up 
 Be a shopper for BVU members who are unable to shop themselves but want to participate 
  

To make a donation or be a volunteer shopper, please sign up on our website If you have any further  
questions, you are welcome to email our coordinators for this year: Maureen Koch maureenfkoch@gmail.com 
or June Robinson june.robinson@shaw.ca 

mailto:maureenfkoch@gmail.com?subject=Angel%20Gifts
mailto:june.robinson@shaw.ca?subject=Angel%20Gifts




Are you NEW to Broad View United and want a place to meet and connect with others? 
 
Are you looking for a place to get to know others---a place of spirituality and nurture? 
 
A place where friendships can grow and deepen? 
 
A place where you can be known, valued and loved? 
 
Small groups are a new ministry at Broad View United---a space where 6-12 folks gather to connect and  
support each other, grow and learn together in a way that is not possible in a larger gathering. 
 
It is amazing that in the space of two years, small groups have become ‘an anchor’ for many at BVU—some 
groups continue to meet online, some meet in person, and some are a hybrid of the two.  
 
SOME RECENT EXAMPLES OF WHAT SMALL GROUPS ARE UP TO! 
 
• THE BVU CARING for CREATION small group recently hosted three successful online evening sessions 

called “Climate, Creation and You”.  This small group of dedicated and concerned folks would be delighted 
to welcome you to join them as they meet to explore and engage around a number of issues relating to 
the Care For Creation. Questions can be directed to Brenda Henderson (bjhenderson@shaw.ca) or Brian 
McConkey (brianmcc306@gmail.com). 

 
• The WISDOM WOMEN’S small group is taking CREATIVITY to a whole new level as they get to know 

each other---For instance, recently they had a delightful evening as they designed, cooked, dined and met 
together around the theme: What would Jesus eat? Menu consisted of lentil pottage, tabbouleh, flatbread, 
humous and olives. Dessert: figs, dates, almonds and grapes, and a Galilean wine …a true biblical feast! 

 
We would love to help you join a group, especially if you are new to Broad View United. 
To speak to someone now about Small Groups, or if you have questions to explore, please be in touch with 
one of the Small Group Core Team, or sign-up (express interest) at the Welcome Centre in the Narthex! 
 
Please let us know how we CAN HELP YOU CONNECT!      Your Core Team 
Margaret Harper   margaret@broadviewunited.com 250-477-2715 
Val Bauld   valbauld@shaw.ca    250-721-5962 
Betty Doherty   bdoherty1@telus.net   250-472-1756 
Adele Heise   aheise@live.ca   250-883-0033 
 
 

mailto:bjhenderson@shaw.ca
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