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Minister’s Message
TIME OF TRANSITIONS - Mark Green
“The only constant in life is change!” ~ Heraclitus
Such are the words of an ancient Greek philosopher that
still ring true today. At BVU we are in a time of transition
and with that comes both hope and anxiety. Venturing into
the unknown can be made easier when we know we are
not doing so alone. Broad View is blessed with so many
fine leaders in our community and I have the greatest of
confidence in each of you as we navigate the various
waters over the summer. At times it will require patience,
but other times it will engender excitement.
As we continue to move out of the pandemic, we do so at different paces. Some are eager to reconnect with
friends and community in person; others are more cautious, still wondering when the next wave will emerge.
Some crave time with friends old and new; and others are content to keep their circles small. As we move into
a summer pace, each of us will need to discern what fits best for us.
As we navigate the emerging post-Covid world, there will be some who simply want us to reset the clock back
to what was in March of 2020 before the pandemic. There is a nostalgia that longs to go back to what was and
yet our memories of that are rarely accurate. And, what we know is that it’s never really possible to recreate
what was and go back again. Life has changed. The world has changed, and the church will need to find a new
way of being to respond to that change in order to be vibrant and able to serve. We will need to continue to
discern what new opportunities the Spirit has opened for us along the way.
I hope that we will focus on looking at what opportunities are ahead of us rather than looking back at what was
and pining to return there. Out of the pandemic have emerged some new patterns for folks about what is
important and how they want to live their lives. An increased awareness about quality of life and finding
meaning has turned into a quest for many. There are opportunities for us to engage with those who are
searching for a new way of seeing life, those searching for a new community, and those in need of care and
compassion. These are all quests that the church has the capacity to embrace.
During the month of June, we will wrap up our theme of “Becoming a Brave Community” and what it is that
the Spirit might be calling us to next. We will focus on the story of Pentecost throughout the month as we
navigate the comings and goings of the Spirit, its call to us and the changes all around us. We will look back at
the lessons learned and the brave new world calling us ahead. I hope you will join us on this quest.
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BVU Community Updates & Information
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MONDAY JUNE 6TH @ 7PM VIA ZOOM
A meeting of the congregation has been called by the search and selection committee to present a name to
the congregation for the position of Co-Lead Minister. This meeting will occur on Monday June 6th at 7pm on
Zoom. An email with the Zoom link will be sent out Monday morning.
At the meeting the name of the person being considered and information about them will be presented and a
vote held regarding a decision to extend a call. United Church of Canada process does not allow for any
information about the candidate to be shared in advance of the meeting. The search committee looks forward
to sharing with you their recommendation.

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE HOSPITALITY
In anticipation of returning to offering pre and post Sunday morning worship coffee/tea
service in the fall, we are looking for interested individuals who might be willing to serve
on an occasional but regular basis. Specifics will be negotiated with those expressing
interest. The ministry of hospitality is a critical function of being a welcoming church and
we are grateful for anyone willing and able to participate in this important facet of our way
of being together. Many have commented that they are missing the chance to interact
over coffee and we look forward to being able to offer this again in the near future. Please email
charlotte@broadviewunited.com or phone 250-477-2715 to offer your time.

SOUND TECH JOB
Occasionally we have renters in our worship space who need to have audio support
for their presentations. We are in need of one or two individuals who would like a few
hours work on occasion during the week. If you or someone you know might be
interested, please email meghan@broadviewunited.com We will provide
orientation and training. This is open to anyone 17yrs of age and up...no experience
is necessary.

SUMMER STUDENT JOB OPPORTUNITIES
BVU’s application for the summer student federal job program was accepted and we will
be hiring 5 students to work with us focused primarily on work with the Thrift Store but
also some summer camp leadership. If you know any students who might be
interested in 8 weeks of employment this summer, please have them check out our ad
on Indeed. https://ca.indeed.com/job/retail-sales-associate-a9c4dc4b861ade51

BUILDING RENOVATION UPDATE
Plans for the building renovation were submitted to the District of Saanich at the end of
April and are working their way through that system. New costing estimates and
contractor timelines are being investigated at the moment and we hope to have new
information to share with the congregation in the summer newsletter. Once we have a
new timeline and cost estimate, a congregational meeting will be called where details
can be shared and a vote held to confirm the project and seek permission from the Pacific Mountain Region of
the UCC to proceed.

Things to Remember
LIBRARY BOOKS
If you have finished reading the book you signed out, please put it in the basket on
the bookshelf in the hall or on the desk in the library. Check out your bookshelves
and see if you have any hiding there and peruse the Library shelves for some
summer reading, then sign out a book.

RECYCLING AT BVU

Don’t forget to recycle your plastic (soft, hard, foil lined, styroform trays and blocks) in the
bins outside the kitchen door at the Arbutus site. We also collect pop tins, bottles and milk
cartons to deposit for the youth group activities.

WAYS TO GIVE
As summer approaches and we all look forward to sun and time to relax,
please remember the church doesn’t close down. We are still here providing
worship, pastoral care, programming and more during the summer months.
There are many ways you can continue to provide financial support to BVU
even if you are on holidays.
 PAR: You can sign up for PAR (pre-authorized remittance) which is an
easy way to support the church financially on a monthly basis. The funds are withdrawn from either your
bank account or credit card on the 20th of each month. Click here to sign up or visit our website. You can
also pick up a form at the church.
 Post Dated Cheques: If you prefer to give via cheque you can drop post dated cheques off to Meghan in
the Arbutus office and she will deposit them monthly for you.
 E-transfer: You can send your offering in via e-transfer to office@broadviewunited.com
 Mail: If you’re away and you want to send in your envelope contribution you can do so by mail as well.
We thank you for your continued support of BVU, it’s Ministry and Mission.

Intercultural Ministry
INTERCULTURAL MINISTRY TRANSITION
It is with regret that we have received notice from Julie Ng that she will need to step
back from her leadership role in the Intercultural Ministry program co-ordinator
position. Due to ongoing health challenges she is needing to step back from the day to
day organizing to care for her body and continue the healing process. She will
continue to be connected with BVU but in the background a bit more.
With Julie’s input we have hired an interim student coordinator for June- August to
keep the Basic English Conversation group going and to enable the Saturday night ping pong/games night
continue as well. May Thin Cho will be taking on this position as of June 1st. She is a student at Royal Roads
doing a masters of global management and comes here from Singapore and was born in Burma. We welcome
May into this role for the summer and look forward to experiencing her leadership and perspective. May can
be reached at intercultural @broadviewunited.com

Programs & Opportunities
KID’S SUMMER CAMP
This summer, BVU will be hosting summer camp for 2 weeks, July 18-22 and
Aug 8-12* from 9am-3:30pm with 30mins of supervision provided before and
after camp. Our theme is “Finding Our Way” and will include lots of fun and
creative activities as well as excursions in the neighbourhood as we “find our
way”. The camp is for children in grades 1-5 with leadership opportunities for
youth in grades 6&7. Cost is $150/child and includes all activities and snacks
(pls pack a lunch). Registration is required and can be done on our website.
www.broadviewunited.com. *Please note you are welcome to register for one week or
both but the camp will be repeated during the second week

TAI CHI

Tai Chi will continue through the summer in the Sanctuary on Tuesdays at
9:30am. Anyone who is interested to try the form is welcome to come and join
us. The class is free and the postures are easy to learn. No equipment or
special attire is needed. Contact Eileen Campbell for more information:
ecchome@shaw.ca or 250 477-4221.

LECTIO
Lectio is now permanently on Zoom, meeting through the summer on Thursday mornings at 8:30am.
Anyone interested in this spiritual practice is welcome to join the group. Contact Eileen Campbell for more
information: ecchome@shaw.ca or 250 477-4221.

HEALING PATHWAY
Healing Pathway will break for the summer after the May meeting. If you would like a
healing treatment (either distance healing or in-person) please contact Eileen Campbell
and she will connect you with a healer. (ecchome@shaw.ca, or 250 477-4221)

QUEER FILM FESTIVAL - JUNE 27-29TH @ 7PM
We will be showing three films that explore 3 different aspects of the struggle for
inclusion, identity and acceptance at the arbutus site. Cost is $5/night or you can
purchase a $10 pass for all three. Students are free. A concession will be
available as well. Discussion to follow.

SONGS OF THE NATURAL WORLD: A CONCERT OF FAVOURITES
On Thursday June 16th at 7pm the Broad View United Community Choir will present “Songs of the
Natural World: A concert of favourties”. All are welcome to come and enjoy, admission is free, the
concert will also be live streamed for those unable to attend in person.

Children, Youth & Young Adults
KIDS’ ZONE
We gather together in the Sanctuary and have children’s time during the service
before we move to our groups in the hall and upstairs in the youth room. Typically, we
have a group for K/PreK, Grades 1-5, and Grades 6–8. How the kids are grouped
depends on how many children are participating each Sunday. This is a chance for
the kids to explore the bible story and how it relates to their own lives. We also build a
fun and supportive community together!

YOUTH GROUPS
Junior Youth Group is for students in grades 6, 7 or 8. We meet
every second Friday from 7pm-9pm in the hall and the youth room
upstairs at the Arbutus Site. Our gatherings of fun, food and
friendship for this month are on Friday, June 3rd then our last one
before summer break is on June 17th. Bring your friends.
Senior Youth Group is for students in grades 9 – 12. We meet every second Sunday from 7pm-9pm in
the hall and upstairs in the youth room at the Arbutus Site. This is a safe way to try different ways of being
with your peers. Bring your friends. We will be gathering on Sunday, June 5th and our last one before the
summer break is on June 19th.

PARENTS & TOTS PLAYGROUP
Welcome to parents/caregivers and children aged infant to 4 years old! We play together on Wednesday
mornings from 9:30am-11:30am in the hall at the Arbutus Site. You do not need to pre-register, just show
up! Coffee/tea for adults and snacks for kids will be provided. The gym will be full of toys and trikes and lots
of room for kids and their adult to run and play and socialize! Please note that our last gathering before
summer break is Wednesday, June 22nd.

YOUNG ADULTS
For all those aged 18 – 29 we meet for lunch on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each
month after the 10am service in the hall. Lunch is provided. You do not need to
pre-register, just show up and enjoy this supportive and welcoming community.
Come for the service then stay for lunch or just join us in the hall around 11:15am.
All are welcome! We will be gathering on Sunday, June 5th and our last regular
lunch meeting before the summer break will be part of the June BBQ on June 19th.
Mark June 26th on your calendar as well as we take part in the PRIDE Parade
representing United Churches of Southern Vancouver Island.

Celebrating Pride - June 2022
Pride activities are back on this year after a 2 year hiatus due to COVID. There are a number of ways for
you to be involved and to show your support of the LGBTQIA2S+ community. This year Pride Week runs
from Sunday June 26th to July 3rd. BVU will be involved in the following ways:

PRIDE PARADE
This years Pride parade will be happening on Sunday, June 26th @ 11am. We will be
joining other United Churches from Southern Vancouver Island and walking with our
BVU banner & BVU t-shirts ($20/shirt)
While registration to participate is not necessary, it is helpful to us to know who is
interested to walk with the BVU group and who wants a BVU t-shirt. Please email
charlotte@broadviewunited.com or phone 250-477-2715 to express your interest. We will communicate
starting points and times as we are informed by the committee.

QUEER FILM FESTIVAL JUNE 27-29TH @ 7PM
We will be showing three films that explore 3 different aspects of the struggle for inclusion, identity and acceptance at the arbutus site. Cost is $5/ night or you can purchase a
$10 pass for all three. Students are free. A concession will be available as well.
Discussion to follow.
Below is the movie schedule:
• June 27: God’s Own Country: Young farmer Johnny Saxby numbs his daily
frustrations with binge drinking and casual sex, until the arrival of a Romanian
migrant worker for lambing season ignites an intense relationship that sets Johnny on a new path
• June 28: Boy Meets Girl: Boy Meets Girl is a funny, tender, sex positive romantic comedy that
explores what it means to be a real man or woman, and how important it is to live a courageous life
not letting fear stand in the way of going after your dreams.
• June 29: Saving Face: A gay Chinese-American and her traditionalist mother are reluctant to go
public with secret loves that clash against cultural expectations.

Cheryl’s Farewell - A Great Success!
Thank you one and all for your tremendous support in offering a great day of
celebration for the ministry of Rev. Cheryl Black on May 29th. A decovenanting
service was held in the morning and then a program of memories and celebrations
followed by a tea was held in the afternoon. Cheryl left feeling loved, supported and
celebrated.
Thank you especially to the committee that planned the afternoon program: Judy
Boulden, Kathryn Clinton, Don Craigmyle, Mary Kennedy, Kelly Orr, and Mary Lou
Whidden. To the many who helped decorate, make flower arrangements, greet at the
door, MC the event, created the program, provided oversight to the ordering and creation of food and those
who participated in the clean up we also offer our sincere thanks. The list of those to be thanked is long and
we all appreciate your hard work. If you missed the celebration or the service you can find them both online
on the website for you to view at your convenience.

Summer Worship
NEW TIME
Our new worship time for Summer will be one service at 10am. This will continue
until the September long weekend. The service will be in-person and streamed live
on both channels and you can also watch the recordings at a later time that is
convenient to you if you are unable to join us Sunday at 10am.

PENTECOST SUNDAY JUNE 5TH
Will feature a colourful and energetic celebration of Pentecost and the anniversary of
Broad View United. We will also be celebrating communion at this service. We hope
you will join us.

FLOWERS FOR THE COMMUNION TABLE
Do you have a wonderful array of flowers growing in your garden? Would you like to
share those with BVU occasionally over the summer? If so, please contact Helen
Arnott harnott@shaw.ca to let her know what Sunday you might be interested so
that we can coordinate the offerings throughout the summer.

SUMMER WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

While Mark will be here to lead worship for the majority of the summer, he will be away for a few Sundays in
July. The worship team and guest preachers will be leading those service and a listing of those will be in the
summer newsletter. We are blessed and excited to welcome talented line up of guest preachers. And, we
thank Adele Heise who will be assisting in June with prayers and scripture readings. Thank you to all those
offering their gifts in worship this summer.

WINNIE THE POOH CHARACTERS

If you have any stuffies of any of the Winnie the Pooh characters that would
be willing to loan for a few weeks in August, would you please email
mark@broadviewunited.com as he is looking to use them for worship.

Just Like Family Home Care
If you are new to Broad View United, you may not know that we run a number of social enterprises including a
home care company that is founded on a value system of care and compassion with the individual needs of
the person involved being front and center. You will find brochures around the church which explain the
services we offer. We also have job opportunities for folks looking to do home care or companion services.
This spring the master franchise went up for sale and presented an opportunity for more impact and growth in
this area. The BVU board made the decision to invest in the purchase of the master franchise along with
another United Church congregation, several United Church leaders and the United Church of Christ in the
states. This is an exciting new pivot and opportunity to build on the success we have seen and the
potential that exists in the ever expanding need for aging in place and
homecare assistance.

Outreach
A ROOF FOR ALL UPDATE – APRIL 23
Housing affordability has reached a crisis point in Greater Victoria. Every day,
tenants are being turfed out of older, affordable rental units that are slated for
sale, renovation or demolition and redevelopment. If they have been living in
these units for more than a few years, their rents are far below skyrocketing
market rates because rent increases for existing tenants are limited to inflation. But now landlords have a
greater incentive than ever to find ways to evict them. Low-income households, or those on fixed incomes,
are either forced to move away from friends, family or jobs – or they become unhoused, sleeping in cars or
vans and hoping for something to turn up. Employers cannot find staff to fill vacant positions because rents
in the region are unaffordable. This causes intense personal suffering and economic damage to our
community.
These views were shared by participants at the recent GVAT-sponsored workshop “A Roof for All – the
Housing Crisis in Saanich”, held at Broad View United on April 23. Councillor Zac de Vries explained that
Saanich recognizes the need for more rental housing and affordable non-market housing in Saanich and is
preparing strategies to address this need. He pointed out that half the households in Saanich have low to
moderate incomes, yet less than 10% of available market housing is affordable for this group. Workshop
participants readily admitted that they probably could not afford to buy or rent today in their own
neighbourhoods.
The recently approved Saanich Housing Strategy considers current and future needs and identifies a dozen
high-priority actions to diversify and expand the affordable housing stock, including potential leverage of
municipal lands, expediting purpose-built rental development, protecting existing rental units, developing a
tenant assistance policy, reducing on-site parking requirements for potential cost reduction, encouraging
new moderate density developments, and streamlining the development review process.
Participants at the workshop encouraged these measures but emphasized that increasing density, while
important, did not by itself guarantee affordability. They recommended that Saanich fast-track non-profit and
non-market affordable housing projects including new housing co-ops. They urged the municipality to work
with the province to institute some type of “vacancy control” whereby rent increase limits would apply to the
unit, not the tenant. These recommendations were helpful to GVAT as it continues its housing campaign in
coming months. BVU members with questions about housing affordability or other GVAT issues can email
Stephen Tyler, one of Broad View’s GVAT representatives: treasurer@gvat.ca.

THRIFT STORE NEWS
The Thrift Store continues to be a hub of activity and engagement! Come and
check us out all summer long. Just a reminder that if you have any donations, we
will gladly accept them during our open hours on Tuesday evenings from 4pm8pm, Wednesday from 10am - 6pm and Saturday from 10am - 4pm. You can also
drop off donations at the Arbutus Site in our big donation bin. We made over $675
in donations for the Red Cross Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal, thanks to a
volunteer who made pins to sell in the Thrift Store. We are so glad to be able to help with these social justice
initiatives. The Thrift Store volunteers and managers also want to wish Cheryl a wonderful retirement! We
hope to see her shopping in the future!

THRIFT STORE GARDEN CORNER
The Thrift Shop is looking for donations of indoor and outdoor plants (especially
succulents), garden tools and other garden items for our new Garden Corner.
Donations can be left at the Thrift Shop or phone Vivian Skinner (250) 595-0543 or
Mary Lou Whidden (778) 535-6535 to arrange for pick-up.

MT TOLMIE COMMUNITY COFFEE TIME:
Starting in June we will be moving coffee time to being twice a month
instead of every week. Once at the CHX church site for coffee and the
second at the shelter where we host a BBQ. June dates are:
June 5th: Coffee at CHX 2pm
June 19th: BBQ at Shelter at 1pm
If you are interested in helping, please let Mark know .

Foundation News
CELEBRATING OUR CHAMPIONS: BUILDING OUR FOUNDATION
Thank you for your donations to Celebrate our Champions. In all, 15 people have been named as
champions of BVU. This project has resulted thus far in donations of $8000 towards our $10,000
goal. There is still time to make a donation and celebrate one of your champions before this drive ends on
June 19th.
Donors are encouraged to designate their gifts to these general purpose funds:
• BVU Building and Property
• BVU Ministry (Including Music)
• Endowments (Legacy)
Endowment (Legacy) gifts are intended to be retained in, and invested by, the Foundation, with investment
income available either for reinvestment or for transfer (donation) to BVU for operational purposes. In
extraordinary circumstances, on approval by the Foundation Board of Directors, Endowment (Legacy) fund
capital may be transferred (donated) to BVU.
Creating the general purpose funds gives donors a way to express their general interest without tying the
hands of the Foundation Board by an overly focused designation.
The Foundation is a great gift to the people of BVU who want to, through smaller and larger gifts, continue
in perpetuity to be part of supporting the vital ministry to which God calls BVU. Through your legacy gifts of
bequests, annuities, insurance policies, stocks & bonds, you will give future communities of BVU the
means to continue to engage in innovative ministry, to make necessary pivots and to face the challenges
and opportunities of their day because of the forethought and the vision you have demonstrated by making
a legacy gift today.

A NOTE FROM CHERYL
My heart delights with the remembrance of Sunday’s warm and wonderful celebration of my 45 years in
ministry. I was moved and humbled by everyone who showed up, by everyone who did so much work to make
the whole day a work of gracious art. Thank you.
There are too many people to name individually, and alas I’d miss someone, but there are a few I must single
out.
Mark did the Sunday service at my request and he did it just right! I’m so grateful for the years we teamed
together, for the richness of collaboration, the largesse of visioning, and the shared values we brought.
Co-leading with Mark was rewarding.
The staff team and music teams are a treasure trove of strengths – both seen and unseen. When my family
from Regina and Ontario heard the music and saw our printed material, when those who couldn’t make it
watched the live stream they were awestruck that this is what church is like. Thank you, BVU, and bravo!
Mary Kennedy gathered a team of wonderful workers and provided an afternoon celebration that encompassed
both my time at St. Aidans/BVU as well as those communities of faith with whom I shared the other 38 years of
ministry: people and churches who have shaped and helped me to grow in ministry. Thank you, Mary, for all
you did to bring the celebration and the lunch together into such a heart warming and heart filling event.
To everyone who spoke, sang, sent videos, contributed to the purse, and sent cards I am moved beyond words
by your affection and deeply grateful for your reaching out and your well wishes. I take them with me into what I
hope will be a long, joy-filled retirement with interesting detours and never ending Christmas carols to remind
me to look in unlikely places for God to be present.
Finally, I want to thank Shelagh, my steadfast and wonderful partner/wife for almost 30 years. Without her love,
influence and help I would be a very different minister and person. Because we are a clergy couple she is not
as free to come to events at ‘my’ church when she is fully engaged at ‘her’ church – and vice versa. But when it
really counted she could be counted on – I think of the opening of the Thrift Store during Covid when we were
short staffed and who wanted to work in the store. She took time off her church to come and be a greeter at
BVU – and she did it without drawing attention to the adjustments she had to make in her own work
schedule. There are hundreds of examples of her loving care for me and the churches I have served. So, from
the bottom of my heart, thank you Shelagh. And if the churches knew to whom they were so often indebted,
they would sing your name from the rafters.
As I take my leave I remember so many moments, and so many unseen angels who now dwell on a different
plane and give thanks that I experienced a call to ministry which has given me such a rich and rewarding
life. Thank you.
Blessings,
Cheryl

