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We commend to you this April Newsletter, brought to you with love and 
joy. Spring has come and we are turning our faces to stronger sunshine 
and greater warmth.  
 
April also brings with it Easter and you will see in these pages a wonderful 
variety of services to mark the journey of Holy Week, Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday. So contrary to other months there is not a specified theme 
for April per say. In our quest to become a Brave Community of faith we 
will follow the story and will try to discern how the pattern of dying and  
resurrection as it is witnessed in our own life, in the lives of our BVU  
community and in the wider community. 
 
Certainly this age old rhythm of dying and resurrection will be poignant in 
Ukraine this year as they experience the greed and destruction of war and 
killing. In the words of the Orthodox Christian Church Kyrie Eleison: God have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord 
have mercy.  
 
In our progressive theology we might transition this to: Spirit of Love have mercy. Spirit of Justice have  
mercy. Spirit of Humanity have mercy.   
 
We will send Margaret off on Sabbatical after Easter Sunday – certainly a time of revitalization if not  
resurrection. We wish her a renewing, fun-filled, learning time. 
 
Enjoy this newsletter. Pray for Ukraine and for all the troubled spots of our world. Walk gently on this beautiful 
and troubled earth. Look for moments of dying and resurrection.    
 
Blessings, 
Cheryl  

Minister’s Message 

 

Easter Office Hours 

 

Good Friday - Offices Closed 

Easter Monday - Offices Closed 
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Programing Updates 

APRIL TOWN HALL   

Our April Town Hall is cancelled with the hope that people will make the 
time to attend the screening of Us & Them. This is a documentary about  
homelessness in Victoria. The film participant, Krista Loughton, says we 
will “never look at a person living on our streets the same way again.” 
  

Us & Them will be shown after the Community Meal on Wednesday, April 6 at 7:00 p.m. We hope you will  
attend this evening of dinner, a movie and discussion with the film participants.  

COMMUNITY MEAL - APR 6 @ 6pm 

Join us for our monthly BVU community meal in the hall at the Arbutus Site. This 
month we will be serving pasta with a choice of cheese or tomato sauce, a side salad 
and dessert. We hope you will also plan to stay for the film on homelessness showing 
after the meal at 7pm. Gluten free and vegan options will be available.  

MOVIE NIGHT - SATURDAY APRIL 23 @7PM  
This months movie LION is a biographical story about a five-year-old Indian boy who is 
adopted by an Australian couple after getting lost hundreds of kilometers from home. 25 
years later, he sets out to find his lost family. Themes of hope, transformation and identity 
are explored in this academy award winning film. Snacks are provided and discussion 
follows. You can view the trailer www.imdb.com/title/tt3741834/ 

SUNSHINE KIDS CHOIR 
Since the beginning of February, Sunshine Kids Choir has been back meeting in-person. It has been so  
wonderful to see the children able to once again, interact with their friends from ‘Zoom Land!’ 
  

The choir is hard at work learning the Cantata “100% Chance of Rain,” which tells the story of Noah and Ark 
in song. The children presented two numbers from the cantata for the Bridge Service on March 6 as a bit of a 
teaser. They will sing two more times for the Bridge Service on Palm Sunday, April 10 and Mother’s Day, May 
8 before finishing the semester with a CONCERT on WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 @ 5 pm in the Arbutus  
Sanctuary. All are invited.  
 

SUNSHINE KIDS CHOIR SPRING CONCERT 
Wednesday, May 11 at 5 pm in the Arbutus Sanctuary 

 
The children will present “100% Chance of Rain” as well as a piano solo or two, 

and their theme song. There will be juice and cookies in the narthex after the  
concert. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3741834/


HOLY WEEK 
  

PALM SUNDAY - APR 10  
The Bridge: Palm Sunday at the Bridge Service will see us returning to the familiar Palm 
Sunday Pageant. Based on Marcus Borg’s understanding of the Passover tensions of  
Jesus’ day we will have people take the part of Temple authorities, Jesus’ disciples and 
Roman soldiers. There will be an opportunity to dress up as your character. This is an all 
ages pageant so there will be no children’s program but all ages are encouraged to participate in the pageant.  
  

The ConXion: Palm/passion Sunday at the ConXion service will find us remembering and experiencing the 
story of Jesus from the entry into Jerusalem through events of the last week of his life. Through a series of 
tableaus, readings and music, we will make the connection from the story to our own life.  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY - APR 14 @ 7PM: On Maundy Thursday we choose to  

remember the tender last hours Jesus spent with his disciples as they ate together, the  
moments in which he bent down and washed their feet rather than recounting the tale of his 
arrest and subsequent death. We will gather in the Arbutus hall around tables. We’ll drink 
wine or juice, as we choose and eat Mediterranean finger food and make it communion. We’ll 
wash each others hands. We’ll have tender conversation together as we reminisce about how  
following Jesus has impacted your life? How is being a follower of Jesus’ way still guiding our 
life? All are welcome to this non traditional ritual and no registration is required. 
  

GOOD FRIDAY - APR 15:  
10am: Good Friday Service at 10am will be a candle lighting service where we will pray light 
into the shadows of our lives and our world. We can feel overwhelmed by the troubles of our 
world and of our human ability to be cruel. So this year, with all the trauma we have  
experienced in the last year, we will focus our Good Friday service on praying light into the 
shadows and hurting places of our lives and our world. All are welcome.  
  

7pm Jazz Vesper: Featuring the music of our Jazz Quartet with Louise Rose on piano and 
vocals, Jeff Poynter on sax and clarinet, Kelby MacNayr on drums and Louis Rudner on bass.   
Our service will focus on Jesus as he “ stands tall” against the powers and the people who 
sought to silence him. He does not fight back physically but he does stand up to them in the way he dies and 
the seeds he plants for new life and resurrection to follow. Four sets of music will explore this theme, and our  
connection and leave us ready to embrace Easter. This will be a time of both listening and singing together.  
 

SUNRISE SERVICE @ 7:45AM  APR 17TH: We will begin with a short Sunrise Service at 

7:45am at Telegraph Cove. This service will feature the retelling of the resurrection story, a brief ritual and a 
song or two.  Following the service, we will return to the Arbutus site for a warm breakfast and fellowship  
together at 8:15am. You are welcome to join us for both/either the breakfast and/or the service.  
 

EASTER SUNDAY CELEBRATION 
The Bridge: Easter Sunday will see the Bridge community singing the traditional Easter 
hymns, sharing communion, welcoming the choir after a scrumptious Easter Breakfast. 
  

The ConXion: Easter Sunday at the ConXion service at 11am will find us looking at the 
resurrection story with new eyes through a post apocalyptic lens. Uplifting music including 
the community choir and an exploration of the various traditions around the telling of the resurrection story will 
leave us ready to walk into the world as an Easter people – Bold and Brave.  
  





 

KIDS’ ZONE  
We gather together in the Sanctuary and have children’s time during the service 
before we move to our groups in the hall and upstairs in the Youth Room. Typically, 
we have a group for K/PreK, Grades 1-5, and Grades 6 – 8. How the kids are 
grouped depends on how many children are participating each Sunday. This is a 
chance for the kids to explore the bible story and how it relates to their own lives.  
We also build a fun and supportive community together!  

YOUTH GROUPS 
 

Junior Youth Group is for students in grades 6, 7 or 8. We meet every second  
Friday from 7pm till 9pm in the hall and the Youth Room upstairs at the Arbutus Site. 
Our gathering of fun, food and friendship for this month are on Friday, April 1st then 
again on April 22. Bring your friends. PLEASE NOTE: We are NOT meeting on Good 
Friday, April 15th.   
  

Senior Youth Group is for students in grades 9 – 12.  We meet every second  
Sunday from 7pm till 9pm in the hall and upstairs in the Youth Room at the Arbutus 
Site. This is a safe way to try different ways of being with your peers. Bring your friends .We will be  
gathering on Sunday, April 3rd then again on April 24th. NOTE: WE ARE NOT MEETING ON EASTER 
SUNDAY, APRIL 17TH. 

PARENTS & TOTS PLAYGROUP  
Welcome to parents/caregivers and children aged infant to 4 years old! We play  
together on Wednesday mornings from 9:30am-11:30am in the hall at the Arbutus Site. 
You do not need to pre-register. Just show up! Coffee/tea for adults and snacks for 
kids will be provided. The gym will be full of toys and trikes and lots of room for kids 
and their adult to run and play and socialize!  Playgroup was cancelled for Spring 
Break but will resume meeting Wednesday, April 6th. 

Children, Youth & Young Adults 

YOUNG ADULTS 
For all those aged 18 – 29 we meet for lunch on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 12:15pm in the hall. Lunch is provided. You do not need to 
pre-register. Just show up and enjoy this supportive and welcoming  
community.  All are welcome!  We will be gathering on Sunday, April 3rd 
then again on April 24th.  PLEASE NOTE WE ARE NOT MEETING ON 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 17TH.  



SAYING ADIEU TO REV. CHERYL  

Rev. Cheryl’s retirement celebration will be held on SUNDAY, MAY 29TH 
@ 2 PM in the Arbutus Sanctuary and the celebration will be 
livestreamed for those not able to attend in person. There will be a  
reception in the Arbutus Hall after the celebration. As part of our goodbye, 
we will be collecting, in true United Church fashion, a ‘purse’ for Cheryl. 
Contributions of cash can be dropped off at the church office(s) to either  
Meghan or Charlotte on weekdays. E-transfers clearly marked ‘Cheryl’s 
Purse’ can be made to BVU by email at office@broadviewunited.com  
 
The celebration committee will have more news nearer to time, but for 
now, please SAVE THE DATE OF MAY 29 @ 2 PM and begin donating 
to the purse. 
 
Shalom, 
Celebration Committee  

Intercultural Ministry 
ICaB-BE (Intercultural Conversations at BVU - Basic English) – Every Thurs @ 
2:30-4:00pm on Zoom 
We welcome both English speakers and learners to these conversations. We connect a variety of English 
learners coming from diverse backgrounds and cultures to members and adherents of our congregation who 
are willing to support the newcomers on a weekly themed conversation.  It is a safe space for everyone to 
ask questions and exchange cultural information while practicing English. Please register to get the Zoom 
link.  
 

Ping-Pong & Games Nights – 2 more Saturdays on Apr 2 and 9 
@ 6:30-8:30pm 
We have got two tables in place at the Arbutus site. If you are a beginner, you know you 
will have a table to practice on. If you are interested in board games such as crokinole 
or just to hangout, come along. Please register so I can prepare for the right amount of 
snacks and drinks.  
 

Art for Everyone – 4 Saturday evenings in May @ 7pm 
The watercolour painting instructor, Wendy Harris, will be back in May! If you are interested to join us for 4  
sessions of painting in the evening, please register. It’ll be $20/person/session, to be paid at the door.   

https://form.jotform.com/202335533628251
https://form.jotform.com/212555858162057
https://form.jotform.com/212555618194056




Sabbatical Theme: Cultivating Resilience of Mind, Body and Spirit 
May-July 2022         Rev. Margaret Harper 

  

I am grateful beyond measure to be in a profession that encourages and provides the provision of time, money 
and people resources for ministry personnel to undertake an intentional time of SABBATH in the form of a 3 
month sabbatical. In my 30 plus years of ministry, this will be my first (and likely last) opportunity. Thus, I want to 
express my deepest appreciation to the Board, Community of Faith and Ministry leaders of Broad View United 
for the trust, investment and gift offered to me. 
 

Part One: Hiking retreat on the Dingle Peninsula, Ireland. 
Theme: Becoming A Resilient Leader 
I will travel to Ireland under the leadership of Innovations in Resilience with Dr. Corey Martin and team. Corey is 
a certified leader in two programs which have deeply influenced my ministry. The Circle of Trust (Parker Palmer) 
and The Courage Way (Brène Brown). 
  

I envision all of the learnings, challenges and opportunities from this Retreat to not only prepare me for the next 
several years of ministry leadership, but will be directly transferable to share with the Small Group facilitators 
and congregational members in terms of the following questions: What makes for Resilience of Spirit?  What do 
we need to pay attention to so that our ‘resilience muscles’ can remain strong as we bring our best selves to all 
the circles in which we live? 
  

Part Two:  Resilience of Spirit and the Nature of Grief 
THEME: An opportunity to learn from First Nations elders in BC and Saskatchewan around the nature of  
grieving and the lessons of healing and wellness formed through loss. 
Subtheme: What can I learn personally that may aid my journey as a Settler who is grieving the legacy and  
current reality of Colonialism, as I seek to be more fully present and engaged on this shared Path of 
Reconciliation? 
  

What is the place of sanctity, respect and reverence for those who have gone before us? 
Are there any lessons/teachings from a First Nations’ perspective of grief and loss that can aid us in finding our 
way forward as a human species at this critical time in our history as a global community? 
Amidst all the losses that have been inflicted upon Indigenous peoples through the history of colonialism and 
the legacy of residential schools and intergenerational trauma, what is the place of resilience along the healing 
path? 
 

Part Three: Reading and reflection on Resilience in Small Group Ministry 
It is now two years into the formation of the Small Group Ministry program at BVU. What components make for 
a resilient small group ministry over the long haul? What will enable newcomers to find a welcoming place of 
connection and belonging within such a large community? I am looking forward to some time to strategize and 
reflect upon the nature of small group ministry, and ways to take this program to the next level within our  
congregation. 
  

In conclusion, While I feel healthy in mind, body and spirit, I am aware that the  
pastoral care work that forms the essence of ‘Who I am and How I am” in ministry 
makes intense demands on my personhood. This opportunity to step into a time of  
renewal, rest and intentional learning at a gentler pace will be a huge gift for my spirit. 
I look forward to returning to you at the beginning of August, eager to share my  
reflections and learnings, and journey into our next chapter as Broad View United.     
 
With deep gratitude, Margaret 



Justice & Outreach 

A ROOF FOR EVERYONE - Saanich Mini Housing Workshop 
April 23, 2022 - 2:00pm at Broad View United - Arbutus Site  
 
Join us for this workshop examining the Housing Crisis in  
Saanich. Every day, we read about the housing crisis in Greater 
Victoria. Rental rates are now among the highest in Canada, 
just after Vancouver and Toronto. We invite you to attend a GVAT (Greater Victoria Acting Together)  
mini-workshop on housing, organized by First Unitarian, Holy Cross, St. Patrick’s, and Broad View United 
Churches (all members of GVAT), on April 23 at Broad View United, Arbutus Site (2625 Arbutus Rd) 
 
The workshop is focused on housing issues in Saanich (as an example of what is happening across our 
communities) and is intended to: 
• Inform participants of the gap between current and projected housing needs in Saanich, and the  

available housing supply; 
• Create understanding of different housing terms (market, affordable, social, supportive, emergency). 
• Address biases and misconceptions about renters and residents of social housing; 
• Invite participants to imagine truly inclusive communities (sharing space with others); 
 
We will hear from Councillor Zac de Vries about Saanich’s housing needs and how the municipality  
proposes to address these and have an opportunity to share our own experiences with the local housing 
situation. This will be an in-person workshop, with small group discussions, following all prevailing public 
health protocols. We will be checking for proof of vaccination at the door and taking all precautions to 
keep participants safe. 
 
Due to the interactive nature of the workshop, the number of participants is limited to 40, although the 
room’s capacity is much larger. To register (or for more information), please contact Stephen Tyler  
(email: stephen@adaptiverm.ca).  

US & THEM - APR 6 & 7PM  
Join us after the community meal on Apr 6th at 7pm in the Arbutus Sanctuary for a 
screening of the documentary Us & Them. This documentary was done by Karen 
Montgrand and Krista Loughton and shows the plight of homelessness in Victoria.  
After the film Krista and Karen will join us for a discussion and Q&A session.  
This is a wonderful opportunity that we hope you will attend.  

https://www.gvat.ca/
mailto:stephen@adaptiverm.ca


FROM THE PARKING LOT: 
In November 2021, BVU invited two strangers living in their vans to park in the CHX lot. We hoped we could 
provide safe, un-harassed parking for an indeterminate period of time. Donna and Daniel entered our parking 
lot and our community. Since then there has been slow and steady progress and now, we have become equally  
contributing and valued neighbours! 
   

Today, Donna has a “new to her” van thanks to the generosity of several folks at BVU who added money to the 
fundraising efforts of the homeless community.  It was a very worthwhile joint venture. We had a donor willing to 
match donations up to $5000. And that made a huge difference. So thank you to the anonymous angel in our 
midst. 
  

Here is a picture of Donna’s new camper and she is absolutely thrilled and so grateful to all who helped her. 
  

  
Here is a recap of our fundraising efforts: 
  
Total raised by BVU (incl. matching funds): $8980.00 
Total number of donors: 20 
Thank you so much for being part of transforming Donna’s life. 
   

Daniel’s life has also taken some very positive turns.  
He has begun a gardening/landscape business and he is very 
excited to get back to a line of work he has done before.  To 
assist him in this endeavor he now has a trailer to carry his 
tools and an e-bike to pull the trailer. Daniel is healthier and 
happier and sees some positive building blocks in his life. 

The power of being part of community is transformative.  Walking with D&D has been a gift for many people at 
BVU. Meeting D&D has been a source of confidence and learning for the neighbours adjacent to the parking 
lot.  Meeting BVU has been a game changer for Donna and Daniel. We have altered their opinion of church and 
church people. We have helped them get ready for next steps in their life. It is a beautiful and mutual gift of 
community.   
   
Sunday Gathering: Every Sunday a small group of people gather to share stories of 
our lives and our journeys. We are a rag tag group of people from the Mt. Tolmie  
Shelter, from the housed neighbourhood, from the parking lot, from BVU, and from the 
wider support networks for unhoused. We begin by going around in a circle to share 
how our week has gone – what have been highlights &/or critical events, where has 
their been progress and/or set backs. This puts us all on the same footing and we’re 
becoming friends who share our loads with one another. Then the conversation  
continues on whatever is of particular interest that day. Our goal for Sunday’s is to build 
relationships so we can become better neighbours to and with each other. 
 All are welcome to attend. 
  
Soon our Sunday group will be hosting a BBQ in the parking lot of the Mt. Tolmie shelter. This will be a step  
forward in our relationship with the shelter and we are looking forward to creating a positive experience of being 
good neighbours and further opening up constructive channels of communication. 





THRIFT STORE UPDATE 
Please save your refundable cans and bottles (and even your milk and  
plant-based milk substitute containers now!) for the thrift store's bottle drive on 
Saturday, April 9th between 9am-1pm. We will be at the Cedar Hill X Site in 
the upper parking lot. Please consider stopping by to say hello and  
purchase a cookie, by donation, that will be handmade by the thrift store  
Managers' children (we promise they will wash their hands well! haha). All proceeds from the day will go  
towards the Red Cross Ukraine Humanitarian Crisis Appeal.  
   

The bottle drive funds will be added to the proceeds of our 15 year old volunteer, Emilia Vozian's, pins that 
she and her family made that we are selling by donation in the store. Youth like Emilia, who take such  
initiative at such a young age, really do inspire us and give us hope for the future. Thank you, Emilia!  
   

Hope to see you at the bottle drive! 
  

THRIFTY’S VIVO POT CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
Well, the wildly successful count is in and there were 146 pots donated to the 
Shelbourne Community Kitchen from the Thrifty’s Vivo Pot Campaign!  
  

Thank you to everyone from BVU, St. Luke’s, Lutheran Church of the Cross, 
Shelbourne Community Kitchen volunteers and all their friends and families for 
saving thousands of stamps!  As you can imagine, many of the Kitchen’s  
participants have very limited cooking equipment at home, but having basic 
cookware makes preparing healthy meals easier for all of us!  Sharing the pots 
with individuals and families that the Kitchen serves is just one way that the 
Kitchen supports the community and promotes food literacy. 

Opportunities in the Community 

An Evening with Martyn Joseph 

Saturday Apr 30, 2022  ⃝  7:30pm (doors 7pm) 

St. Matthias / AbbeyChurch - 600 Richmond Ave 

 

Tickets $25 advance / $30 at the door 

Online: https://www.abbeychurch.ca/martyn 

Or contact admin@emmauscommunity.ca  

 

www.martynjoseph.net  

 

https://www.abbeychurch.ca/martyn
mailto:admin@emmauscommunity.ca
http://www.martynjoseph.net


CELEBRATING OUR CHAMPIONS: BUILDING OUR FOUNDATION 
 Colin Booth, George Morfitt and Roger Davidson are our champions. Together they have 100 years of dedicated 
leadership in the three founding congregations of BVU – Cadboro Bay, Gordon Head and St. Aidan’s United  
Churches. Together they have provided spiritual and financial guidance that we have relied on and trusted. So we 
said when we launched this mini-project. 
  

Since then we have been asked by a few people – can we add other people to our list of champions? George, Colin 
and Roger are great!  And so are a lot of other people. So, we are expanding our Celebrating our Champions to 
say: Celebrate everyone as a champion – and help build the Foundation. We are delighted to welcome gifts to the 
Foundation in the name of your own champions. 
   

So we are changing the title to: Celebrating Everyone – Building our Foundation. If there is someone in your life or 
someone in the church that you want to celebrate, please make a gift to the BVU Foundation. We are suggesting a 
donation of $100, but we welcome donations of any and all amounts as you feel able to give. 
  
To give by etransfer: office@broadviewunited.com 
To give by cheque: make it out to Broad View United Foundation 

BVU FOUNDATION 
When I was beginning my life as a minister I heard this story from a colleague and it changed my thinking about\ 
asking people to help grow the church through giving larger, planned gifts. 
 

A minister was telling of a woman in his congregation who loved the church and was active in many parts of it.   
The church gave her days meaning and purpose.  She was beloved and many people looked out for this  
woman because she didn’t seem to have family anywhere around. When she died the church celebrated her life and 
missed her caring presence very much. When her will was read she left her house and a small amount of  
savings to another charity to whom she made an annual gift.  Everyone was surprised by this choice. When her 
house was put up for sale and the new owners were around they were asked if they were surprised by her gift.   
The charity said no, they had worked with her around the legal details.  People persisted, as people  
sometimes do, in wondering why she had chosen this particular charity.  The representative of the charity looked at 
them and said: we asked her if she would remember us in her will. When the church folks heard that, they looked at 
each other, and no one could say they had ever asked her if she would remember the church in her Will.   
   

I was a young and impressionable minister and I vowed that I would ask engaged church people if they would 
please remember the church in their wills and give a legacy gift, as significant as they could afford.  So, if you are 
reading this newsletter, I want to ask you to please remember the BVU Foundation in your will so that the good work 
you do in your lifetime through BVU can continue with your blessing for years after your passing.  Thank you for your 
caring. If you wish to consult with someone, please contact Paul Malnarich and/or George Morfitt. 

Goal:  100 donors @ $100. = $10,000. 
                   Given: $_2900.00 
Thank you!  Can you help Celebrate Colin, 
George & Roger and build our  BVU  
Foundation? 
  

George Morfitt Colin Booth 

Roger Davidson 

mailto:office@broadviewunited.com



