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As we leave Christmas behind, we enter into the season of 
Epiphany. Epiphany has a double meaning;  It is both the 
manifestation of the light of the Divine and it can also mean 
a profound insight. At its’ best, it incorporates both.  
As we begin 2022, it is hard not to look back on all the  
tragedies and hardships of 2021 and worry about what 
2022 has in store for us. The ongoing implications of a  
pandemic, climate change, and increasing inequities in the 
wealth gap leave us wondering what the next crisis will be. 
While this foreboding feeling can leave us feeling powerless 
and insecure, there are alternative ways we can respond.  
 
As we look at the Matthew story of Jesus and his family 
fleeing violence as refugees to a neighbouring country, we 
can ask ourselves what kind of welcome and hospitality 
would he have wanted for this family. The answer to this 
question gives us a clue as to what we are called as  

Christians to do and be in the face of crisis. There are unlimited opportunities for us to be hospitable and 
kind and to be bearers of light in these challenging times to the people around us. And, when we are feeling 
like the darkness is ready to overwhelm us, to find another who can shine a light for us at that moment. 
There is a reciprocity that will be important as we make this journey in 2022.  We need to both hold the light 
and make space for it to be held for us at times as well.  
 
In addition, this story has Magi, who by their actions do not support the abusive power and authority of King 
Herod and do what they can to thwart his intentions. Joseph, in listening to his dreams, also keeps his family 
alive. We too will find that there are many ways we are called to speak truth to power, to be subversive and 
to take action in the coming weeks and months of 2022.  As we continue to speak up for the planet and for 
those marginalized by our economic systems, we will have the opportunities to be light-bearers. And, most 
importantly, to know that we do not do this alone. That there are folks from a variety of organizations and 
faith groups who seek this same sort of dream of a better world. Our partnering together can make an 
impact.   
 
And we remember that we are also guided by the Light, born at Christmas time. We are not alone. God is 
with us. May we live as people of the light; incarnations of hope and possibility. This is some of what we will 
be exploring in worship during the month of January. We hope you will join us.   

Minister’s Message 

Mark Green—Co-Lead Minister 
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Broad View United COVID update  
As we move through this next phase of the highly contagious Omicron variant, public health orders have been 
put into place to limit contact between persons outside of their usual group. Even in the Island Health region, 
we have seen more cases in the last few days of 2021 than we did in all of the previous months combined.  
So for these reasons, we have chosen to suspend all our in-person groups, activities, and worship, so that we 
can be part of the solution in curbing the spread.  
 
The following activities will be suspended until the next health order comes into place:  
• Wednesday Night Community Meal  
• Community Choir rehearsals 
• Labyrinth walking 
• Parents and Tots 
• Youth Groups 
• Intercultural ping pong and games night  
• Sunday Morning Children’s program  
• Cedar Hill community coffee – Sunday aft.  
 
These activities will either remain online or move online:  
• BVU Monday Town Hall 
• Book Worms  
• Small groups 
• Lectio  
• Monday night meditation 
• Faith exploration study group 
• Young adults 
• Intercultural Basic English Conversation 
• Board meetings/team meetings 
• Sunshine Kid’s Choir 
 

Worship:  
While worship falls into a different category in the health orders, it is felt by our denomination that we should 
do our best to be leaders in the faith community and do what we can to protect public health.  We have  
therefore decided to suspend in-person worship up to and including January 9th . Post-Christmas season, 
once we know where the trajectory is regarding cases on the island, and after staff have had a chance to  
return from Christmas Break, we will reassess and make a decision about the Sundays moving forward.  
The two different service format will return but be online Jan 9th.  
 



CYYA children, youth, young adults  

KIDS’ ZONE: Our Sunday morning program for kids runs every Sunday 

during worship time at 9:30am and 11:00am. We start with a Children’s Time 
during the service then we move into small groups in the lounge, the hall or the 
youth room upstairs. Typically, we have a group for K/PreK, Grades 1-5, and 
Grades 6 – 8.  How the kids are grouped depends on how many children are 
participating each Sunday. This is a chance for the kids to explore the bible story 
and how it relates to their own lives. We also build a fun and supportive  
community together! Our children’s programming will resume as soon as regular 
services start again 

YOUNG ADULTS : For all those aged 18–29 we meet for lunch on 

to the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 12:15pm in the hall. Lunch is 
provided. You do not need to pre-register. Just show up and enjoy this 
supportive and welcoming community. Come for the service then stay for 
lunch or just join us in the hall around 12:10. Bring your friends. All are 
welcome! We will begin gathering again once Covid safety restrictions 
have been lifted. 

YOUTH GROUPS 

Junior Youth Group is for students in grades 6, 7 or 8.  We meet  
every second Friday from 7pm till 9pm in the hall and the youth room 
upstairs at the Arbutus Site. Our gathering of fun, food and friendship 
will begin again once the Covid safety restrictions have been lifted. 
Bring your friends! 
 
Senior Youth Group is for students in grades 9 –12.  We meet every second Sunday from 7pm till 9pm in 
the hall and upstairs in the youth room at the Arbutus Site. This is a safe way to try different ways of being 
with your peers. We will begin gathering again once Covid safety restrictions have been lifted. Bring your 
friends.  

PARENTS & TOTS PLAYGROUP : Welcome to parents/

caregivers and children aged infant to 4 years old! Typically, we will be 
playing together on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:30 in the hall at the 
Arbutus Site. You do not need to pre-register. Just show up! Adults will 
have to wear masks. Coffee/tea for adults and snacks for kids will be  
provided. The gym will be full of toys and trikes and lots of room for kids 
and their adult to run and play and socialize!  We will begin gathering again 
when it is safe to do so. 



 
  

IPaB (Intercultural Program at Broad View United): We continue our focus bridging newcomers to the local 
community while supporting intercultural understanding and integration. The Intercultural community welcomes 
all of you to join any or all of our activities.  
Please check out the BVU website for regular updates 
 
ICaB – BE (Basic English): Many newcomers speaking English as a 
foreign language find it challenging to integrate into the local  
community. ICaB offers a safe space to meet people of a diverse  
cultural background who look for opportunities to practise and improve 
their English language skills. Depending on the number of English 
speakers, participants are divided into small groups to share opinions 
or experiences on a weekly topic. We appreciate those who are open to providing English speaking  
opportunities to English learners. We have seen friendships developing through this connection even though 
language might be a barrier, but we have learned there are many things participants have in common as they 
are all open minded and courageous individuals who are specialists, professionals, and advocates from their 
local communities. We have had many enjoyable conversations and have seen a small community forming 
gradually.  
The Basic English Conversations at BVU will continue online weekly on Thursday afternoon at 2:30-4pm, 
free of charge. Please register on the BVU website. 

Intercultural Ministry 

2022 GIVING ENVELOPES & 2021 TAX RECEIPTS 
Giving envelopes for 2022 are available for pick up at the church Mon - 
Fri 9am - 3:30pm. Please wear a mask upon arrival and speak with 
Charlotte at the front desk.   
  

Tax receipts for 2021 will be out via email by the end of January 2022.  
If you prefer to receive a paper copy of your tax receipt please contact 
the office and let them know 250-477-2715 or office@broadviewunited.com 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Save the date! March 13th we will have our Annual General Meeting for BVU. The 
2021 annual report will be available to everyone on Feb 25 electronically. If you 
would prefer to have a hard copy of the 2021 Annual Report please contact the office 
and let them know. 250-477-2715 or office@broadviewunited.com  

https://form.jotform.com/202335533628251
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What’s Happening 

 

JANUARY MOVIE NIGHT—JAN 29 @ 7PM  
At the time of this writing, we are unsure if the health orders will continue past the 18th of  
January. While theatres are able to meet still, we are being extra cautious and will wait to hear what 
Dr. Henry advises. So, stay tuned as to whether movie night will be online or in-person on January 
29th. This months movie, in keeping with our theme about epiphany and hope will be “THE BOY WHO 
HARNESSED THE WIND” Based on a true story of a thirteen-year-old boy in Malawi, who against all 
the odds, invents an unconventional way to save his family and village from famine. View the Trailer 
here: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7533152/  Mark the date in your calendar and we will either meet in 
person or online at 7pm. 

2022 WINTER/SPRING PROGRAM GUIDE  
A new program guide will be released mid January with a whole array of       
programs for the last of winter and spring months up until June. While many of 
the study and spirituality groups are ongoing week to week, there are a number 
of special program offerings for you to look  forward to. Including but not limited 
to: A Reconciliation Learning Event, Engaging God’s Creation, Intercultural Ping-Pong 
and Games Nights, Anti-Racism Ally Training, Pride film festival, and much 
more. Watch the Friday email for when the guide is released.  

COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR WALK 
Saturday, February 26th, 2022 You can warm hearts on the  
Coldest Night of the Year! Coldest Night of the Year is a winterific family-
friendly walk to raise money for Our Place on Pandora, serving people  
experiencing hurt, hunger and homelessness. BVU’s team is called “Walk the 
Talk with Broad View United”. This will be an in-person event (2k or 5k) from Our Place on Pandora. 
(Covid may change this, but we’ll let you know) Or, if you prefer, a virtual walk in your own  
neighbourhood anytime in February. Sign up at www.cnoy.org and follow the prompts to register with 
our team. Let your friends and family know and (hint hint), maybe they will pledge and support your 
walk - no amount is too small. Big Wheel Burger will again provide gift cards to everyone who signs up. 
If walking is not your thing, or makes your joints complain, don’t feel left out. Support one of the  
walkers or the whole team with your $, no amount if too small. Go to www.cnoy.org and click Donate. 
Let’s be the Light and walk in solidarity with the hurt, the hungry, and the homeless.  
Questions? Speak to Maureen (maureenfkoch76@gmail.com) 

JANUARY TOWN HALL -  JAN 10 @ 7PM 
  

On Monday, Jan 10 at 7:00pm we will have the January townhall  
on zoom. The topic is TBD but Cheryl welcome your suggestions. We’ll  
include an update on programs and worship in the light of COVID, we hope 
that we can go into small groups for conversation. So please stay tuned for 
more information. February’s zoom will likely be a building renovation  
update. 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7533152/
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PING PONG & GAMES NIGHTS 
SATURDAY @6:30-8:30pm, Jan 22 – Feb 26, 2022 
Are you interested in keeping moving while it’s cold and wet outside? Try Ping 
Pong this season! We have got two tables in place at the Arbutus site. So, if 
you are a beginner, you know you will have a table to practice on. If  
you are interested in board games or just want to hangout, you can consider 
dropping by, you might find some players who share the same interests. 
Please register on the BVU website. 

ART FOR EVERYONE  
Planning in progress. Please register to show your interest and check  
out the website for more information and update.  

RECONCILIATION LEARNING EVENT 
Our event with Elder Patricia Watts has been postponed until early in the 2022 year. 
Watch the newsletter and Friday Email (Bits and Bytes) for an announcement of a new 
date and time and an opportunity to register if you hadn’t had the chance in November.   
All previously registered persons will be contacted directly.  

SPRING BREAK MUSICAL CAMP - MARCH  21-25H  AT THE ARBUTUS SITE  
  

After at 2 year postponement due to COVID, we will once again be hosting our  
annual Spring Break Musical  Camp for children in Grades 1-7. This years’  
musical is entitled The Open Hearted Gift: the story of a child who receives a gift 
from their parent that wasn’t quite what they were hoping for. However, through a  
series of encounters with others and with an open heart, the gift is transformed  
and ends up being a perfect fit. Everyone along the way is blessed with exactly  
the gift they were needing.  
  

Registration will open online Jan 6th and is filled on a first come, first served  
basis. The cost is $150 per child and includes snacks, music and all activities.  
Students bring their own lunches. A junior leadership option is available for those  
in Gr 8 and up. This camp is open to anyone and you are encouraged to share this opportunity with friends 
and neighbours. Bursaries are available if there is a need. Performances of the musical happen Friday and 
Saturday evening, March 25/26 at 7pm.  

https://form.jotform.com/212555858162057
https://form.jotform.com/212555618194056


Pastoral Care Update 
“YOU’RE IN OUR THOUGHTS” POINSETTIA PROGRAM 

69 poinsettias were delivered this December to some folks within the BVU community as 
a way to say, “It’s been a tough year. We’re thinking of you during this Advent and  
Christmas Season”. Once again, we were blessed by a wonderful array of delivery  
drivers. Many folks had mini-visits (COVID protocols in place) which provided a chance for connection and a 
bit of Christmas cheer. Here is one of the thank you notes received—an indication of how meaningful and  
appreciated these simple gestures of kindness are.  
 
Thanks to all who were involved in my receiving a beautiful poinsettia the other day! 
It is vibrant, deeply coloured and looks extremely healthy. Wow! 
I like the way it gives off a vibe to the living room and says 'hello' to me as I walk by. 
I appreciate your gift to me SO MUCH. 
Merry Christmas and much joy to you all.  
 
Very few would have guessed that a year from last December the world would still be reeling and adjusting 
due to the COVID-19 Virus. And while this has certainly brought limitations to the way that we have been able 
to offer pastoral care and nurture to each other, it  has been heartening to witness that ‘caring and  
compassionate love in action’ will always find a way to reach out to those who are hurting, and facing  
challenges in mind, body and spirit. 
 
Thank you to all of you who continue to care for each other, through gestures of kindness and love. 
This was a central message Jesus brought to us all those years ago. This is a ministry that we continue to  
uphold at Broad View United. 
 
If you are aware of anyone who could use a visit, phone call or some TLC, please be in touch with either  
Margaret Harper (Pastoral Care Minister), Rosita Dworschak, or Edna Hamilton. 



Are you looking for a place to get to know others—a place of spirituality and nurture? 
A Place where friendships can grow and deepen? 
A place where you can be known, valued and loved? 
 
Small groups are a new ministry at Broad View United—a space where 6-12 folks gather to connect, grow 
and learn together in a way that is not possible in a larger gathering. 
It is amazing that in the space of one and a half years, small groups have become ‘an anchor’ for many at 
BVU—especially as we have all adjusted and adapted to restrictions where meeting in large groups was 
just not possible.  
A new group of four couples is poised to begin in January, and we have some groups who have space for 
new members. Perhaps you would like to be in a group with one or two friends—we are happy to arrange 
that! Perhaps you would like to lead, or co-lead a group! 
Please see our program brochure which will be out in mid-January to learn more about how you can  
become a member of a small group! We long to welcome you! 
To speak to someone now about small groups, or if you have questions to explore, please be in touch with 
one of the Small Group Core Team.  
 
Please let us know how we Can HELP YOU CONNECT!   Your Core Team 
Margaret Harper                            margaret@broadviewunited.com        250-477-2715 
Val Bauld                                       valbauld@shaw.ca                             250-721-5962 
Betty Doherty                                 bdoherty1@telus.net                          250-472-1756 
Adele Heise                                   aheise@live.ca                                   250-883-0033 

 

THANK YOU DÉCOR HELPERS 
Thank you to all who helped with Advent and Christmas decor this year, as we introduced 
a new vision including weekly decor changes. BVU volunteers clipped greens from  
backyards, made luminaries, sewed and surged, painted, and so much more, to bring new 
ideas to life for the season. A special thank you also goes to GardenWorks Oak Bay, for 
their support and collaboration in integrating such beautiful botanical greens and decor into 
our BVU Christmas 2021.  



Outreach 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN 2021:  
As we begin a New Year, we do so from a place of gratitude for all the 
many ways members of this community who stepped up to support the 
work and ministry of Broad View United. Those attached to BVU have 
contributed financially and risen to the challenge of the fall stewardship 
campaign. Both pledges and year end gifts have enabled us to meet 
many of the goals set by the board and the congregation at the last 
AGM.  
In addition, over the Christmas season, BVU supported the following charitable initiatives with our  
partner organizations: 
 Angel Gifts for OUR PLACE Society 
 Food drive for Shelbourne Community Kitchen 
 Christmas gift bags for the Mt. Tolmie Shelter residents 
 Baby shower gift items for Saanich Neighbourhood Place  
 Write for Rights Amnesty International Campaign 
 Sale of Zatoun fair trade products from Palestine  

SUNDAY GATHERINGS: 

A small group of folks from the Mt. Tolmie Shelter, BVU, the  
neighbours, the Vanners, and others meet for an hour and a half on 
Sundays. We build relationships, share hopes for more shelters and 
more alternative housing models so people can get out of tents in 
this weather. Someone in our group is looking for a place to build a 
Conestoga hut – based on the design of the former Conestoga wagons - this is an insulated shelter 
about 6 ft. by 10 ft. with a lockable door. They are quick and economical to build but having a piece of 
land to build on is the difficult part to find. Everyone has been scrambling to assist getting people in 
from the cold during this cold spell. But, on the positive side, people from all walks of life are thinking 
about this together and building positive relationships. 

The Van Parking Pilot Project:  
We are allowing 2 vans with occupants to park at CHX. We have made 
an agreement with them that covers quiet hours, expected behaviours 
from both the occupants and from the church. In return, they can park in 
a hassle-free area and have respite from being unwanted and constantly 
told to move. At Christmas both Donna (in the larger van) and Daniel (in 
the smaller van) received Christmas presents from BVU and from First Met consisting of warm  
clothing, Christmas treats and gift cards for groceries and fast food outlets. The experience is positive 
from the Vanners point of view and from those around the church. We will communicate this project to 
other churches in the hopes that many more churches would allow 2-3 vans to park in their lots. This 
would help to disperse the van dwellers into supportive yet small pods throughout the CRD. We  
appreciate that some folks from the congregation bring Donna and Daniel warm soup and other food 
items as a way of becoming a supportive community. Thank you. 
  



BABY SHOWER  FOR JESUS:  DEC 15 – JAN 15 
  

One of the ways we worked with one of our outreach partners to make a 
practical impact for those living on the edges is to support the work of 
the Saanich Neighbourhood Place (SNP) and their work with young  
parents through outreach workers. After Christmas, many young  
parents struggle with making ends meet and these supplemental items 
go a long way in supporting children and families at risk. Many of those 
served by SNP live on income assistance and as a result often don't have enough for many of the basic  
necessities because so much of their income must go toward their rent. This often leaves many families 
short of money for food and other essentials. Christmas and the weeks that follow become an added strain. 
The items listed below are some of the most needed items: diapers -  sizes 4, 5 and 6 ( little ones stay in the 
large sizes longer so therefore higher demand!),  pull ups, infant formula , wipes, baby food, infant cereal, 
toilet paper, feminine hygiene products 
  
  

Thank you for your support and generosity. Items can be dropped off to the church anytime during the week 
to the reception area at the Arbutus Site or in the Narthex. 

THE MT. TOLMIE SHELTER MINISTRY: 
This Christmas, Mary Lou took on the challenge of creating about 41 gift bags 
for the residents of Mt. Tolmie Shelter. Mary Lou and Lyn delivered the bags 
containing new warm socks, underwear, chocolates, and other treats on Dec. 
24 and the staff gave the gifts out on Christmas morning. We are grateful to 
Thrifty foods who provided 45 reusable bags which are themselves a good gift 
for people living close to the line. If you go to Thrifty’s be sure and tell a  
manager thank you for their support! 
  

The shelter also receives support from the youth program and other incidental parts of the ministry. 
All of this results in a very positive relationship with the shelter staff and a growing positive  
relationship with the residents 

SAY YES TO THE STAMPS AND EARN COOKWARE FOR THE SHELBOURNE 
COMMUNITY KITCHEN!   
  

When you shop at Thrifty’s, collect your stamps at the checkout and pop 
them in the box on Charlotte’s desk at BVU. We will process them and 
redeem the stamps for VIVO Cookware to donate to the Shelbourne 
Community Kitchen. This is a collaborative effort with the Lutheran Church of 
the Cross and St. Luke’s Church who are also collecting stamps for 
cookware! 
  

If anyone would like to donate money towards the cash component of the promotion then feel free to pop a  
The promotion runs until the end of February 2022 so start collecting now!  For further information contact: 
Arlene Galloway Ford  250 384-5403 or Vivian Skinner  250 595-0543 


